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of firearms in use in the army. Similarly all manufacture of
ballistite in the factory of the French Nobel Company at Honfleur
was prohibited, and a small quantity of experimental powder
which was already made, was confiscated*
The result of all these annoyances was that in 1891 Nobel
transferred his residence and his laboratory to San Remo.
His discovery of ballistite was to cause Nobel worry and dis-
appointment in other directions. His work in the field of military
explosives had been followed with interest in England too. In the
'eighties Nobel had formed a really intimate friendship with
Professor Abel, his former opponent in the dynamite question;
they carried on a correspondence over a period of years on technical
matters, and met occasionally in London and Paris. Nobel had
also come into personal touch with Professor Dewar, a well known
English physicist and a friend of Abel. In 1888 the British
Government appointed an Explosives Commission to investigate
new discoveries, especially such as affected the use of military
explosives, and to submit to the War Office proposals for the
introduction of any technical improvements in this field, that the
Commission could recommend, Abel and Dewar were members of
this commission, and as such they communicated with Nobel, and
requested him in confidence to give the Commission the fullest
information possible regarding his new powder, and any recent
developments affecting it. This he did, and for about a year, from
the autumn of 1888 until approximately the autumn of 1889, the
Commission was in the closest touch with Nobel, who carried out
tests, and gave precise information regarding the composition and
the manufacture of the powder.
The Commission raised certain objections against ballistite in its
original form, and against the method of manufacturing it. One
objection was concerned with the fact that it contained camphor,
it being submitted that the volatile nature of that substance made
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